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In 1923, Dr. E. Holub started his experiments with the well-known
medium, Willy Schneider, at the Steinhof Asylum in Vienna, an ac-
count of which by his widow will be given elsewhere. The newspaper
reports of some very remarkable sittings at the Steinhof caused great
interest among the public, and eventually a group of University pro-
fessors joined in a kind of committee for psychical research, with the
aim of testing decisively the genuineness of the alleged telekinetic
phenomena. The chairman of this committee was Professor Wagner-
Jauregg, the famous psychiatrist, to whom we owe the malaria treat-
ment of paralysis. Among the members were: Dr. A. Druig, Professor
of physiology; Dr. M. Schlick and Dr. Buhler, Professors of philoso-
phy; Dr. F. Ehrenhaft, Professor of physics; and Mr. A. Ehrenfest-
Egger, a well-known engineer. At the same time, Dr. S. Meyer, Dr.
K. Przibram, and myself, all professors of physics, volunteered to start
an independent investigation with the same object.

The first step taken was a kind of reconnaissance, the professors
attending a few séances at the Steinhof. They were not a success, and
were not conducive to further research. For since the control of the
medium was not in the hands of any member of the committee, the
phenomena—poor as they were at these semi-official sittings—were
regarded as suspicious by the majority of the sceptical professors. On
the other hand, the atmosphere of suspicion upon the part of the com-
mittee was not encouraging for the medium, and weakened his phenom-
ena sensibly.

The test experiments with Willy under the control of the committee
had not yet been held when early in 1924 an event happened by which
the later proceedings were greatly influenced. Professor Meyer and
Przibram had the opportunity of attending several sittings with Willy’s
younger brother, Rudi Schneider, who also claimed to be a medium. At
one of these sittings Prof. Meyer himself acted as controller and
noticed that Rudi had freed one of his hands during a telekinetic move-



















































